Thank-you letter from Beijing University to Robert Blohm 

http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/BeijingUthank-youLetterInEnglishToRBlohmForBungeTrip.jpg
中文  http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/BeijingUthank-youLetterInChineseToRBlohmForBungeTrip.doc
Thank-you letter from Beijing University to Jason Chung

http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/BeijingUthank-youLetterInEnglishToJChungForBungeTrip.jpg
中文  http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/BeijingUthank-youLetterInChineseToJChungForBungeTrip.doc
十三篇文章的英语或中文翻译关于邦格的中国访问: http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/EnglishTranslationsOfMediaPostingsOnBungeTripToChina.doc  (15 postings)
网连接都是中文或欧语的:

1.  http://epaper.gmw.cn/zhdsb/html/2011-10/26/nw.D110000zhdsb_20111026_9-01.htm
     http://epaper.gmw.cn/zhdsb/images/2011-10/26/01/2011102601_pdf.pdf
China Reading Weekly (October 26, 2011, front page)

Canadian scholar Bunge went to Beijing University to lecture

(Reporter Chen Hong)

Recently, a senior physicist from Canada's McGill University who is a philosophy professor, over-90-year-old Professor Mario Bunge, was invited to go to Beijing University to deliver two academic lectures, entitled "Philosophy and Phobosophy" and "The Philosophical Matrix of Scientific Progress."  The event was organized by the Beijing University Department of Social Sciences, Beijing University School of Marxism.

In Professor Bunge's view a philosophical theory can advance, but can also hinder, the exploration of reality; a philosophy may be ambiguous and contradictory - in some respects enlightened, in some respects obscurantist.  For example Rousseau's philosophy was progressive in politics, but reactionary in science.  Professor Bunge not unincisively pointed out that whoever requires scientists to limit investigation to finding above all "useful" results, will get back only fraud in return.

2.  http://pku.cuepa.cn/show_more.php?tkey=&bkey=&doc_id=494137
Peking University Gazette
Professor Mario Bunge’s lecture was successfully concluded

BEIJING, October 14.  The lecture at Beijing University by famous McGill University, Canada, philosopher and physicist, Professor Mario Bunge, was a success.  This Beijing University engagement is 92-year-old Professor Bunge's first trip to China.  Beijing University’s Deputy Party Secretary, Professor Yang He, opened the lecture by extending a warm welcome and heartfelt thanks.

Professor Mario Bunge spoke subsequently to begin his lecture.  Professor Bunge’s writings include over 80 books, and over 400 papers, of which the "Treatise on Basic Philosophy" has become a foundation for modern philosophy.  Professor Bunge’s thinking is reflected in a comprehensive theory of scientific realism and materialism and the multiple consequences generated  therefrom.  Professor Bunge’s lecture was divided in two parts entitled "Philosophy and Phobosophy", "The Philosophical Matrix of Scientific Progress"  making two wonderful speeches, discussed the relationship between several major philosophies and the pursuit of truth and the relationship between scientific progress and philosophical development and other important issues, providing no small benefit to the audience . (Gao Fei)

3.  http://pkunews.pku.edu.cn/xxfz/2011-10/19/content_215350.htm  Beijing University on-line news
     http://pkunews.pku.edu.cn/xwzh/2011-10/19/content_215008.htm  Beijing University on-line news

http://pku.eduour.com/new.jsp?nid=102108  Beijing University Advanced Study and Training Network
http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/Bunge1stBeijingUoct14LectureChineseTranslation.pdf 中文翻译的文江
McGill University, Canada, senior Professor Mario Bunge is a guest of Beijing University
Date: 2011-10-19 Source: News reporter Dai Yuting Chen Linlin

American Association for the Advancement of Science and Royal Society of Canada member, 92-year-old senior professor at McGill University, Canada, Mario Bunge, and his wife, Marta Bunge, professor of mathematics at McGill, were invited by the Peking University Department of Social Sciences, Peking University School of Marxism, to visit Peking University to lecture. Professor Mario Bunge gave two lectures on October 14th at the Lakeview (Boya International) Hotel in the North Hall Conference Room. The lectures were each two hours in length and given in the morning and afternoon on the topics "Philosophy and Phobosophy" and "The Philosophical Matrix of Scientific Progress" respectively.
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Speech by Yang He, Deputy Party Secretary of Beijing University

 [image: image2.jpg]



 Lecture host Professor Guo Jianning, Dean of Peking University’s School of Marxism

Beijing University Party Committee Deputy Secretary, and Vice Chairman of the Peking University Council, Professor Yang He, attended the event and delivered a speech. Long-standing Professor of Philosophy at Peking University, Zhao Guangwu, former Peking University and Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Professor of Philosophy, Xie Long, Professor of Physics at the Central University for Nationalities and National System of Science and Philosophy scholar Wang Yutian, Professor of Philosophy at Renmin University of China and National System of Vaccine Science and Philosophy scholar, Dong Sheng, University of Politics and Law Philosophy Professor, Wen Bing, University of Chemical Technology’s Department of Social Sciences Chair, Cui Weiqi, the CASS Institute of Philosophy, the Beijing Academy of Social Sciences’ Institute of Philosophy, Peking University’s School of Economics, School of International Relations, and School of Marxism, and more than 70 teachers and students participated in the lectures.  The lectures were chaired by Professor Guo Jianning, Dean of Peking University’s School of Marxism.

Deputy Secretary Yang He made welcoming remarks on behalf of Peking University to Professor Bunge and his wife. He extended a warm welcome and heartfelt thanks to Professor Bunge and his wife. Yang He gave a brief review of Professor Bunge’s scholarship and academic standing. He pointed out that Professor Bunge holds high the banner of scientific materialism, while proposing that Marxism should be subject to innovative research and transformation, and the slogan "do not reject Marxism, but move forward from Marxism", which to Chinese Marxist scholars and researchers is encouraging, but also inspired. Yang He spoke highly of Professor Bunge’s gift to Beijing University, the books comprising his  "Treatise on Basic Philosophy" donated to the university library, and expressed gratitude. Deputy Party Secretary Yang He presented souvenirs to the Bunge couple on behalf of the school.
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Professor Mario Bunge speaking

In the introduction to his speech Professor Mario Bunge said: "On my first visit to China - the only civilized country in continuous existence for five thousand years - I am deeply honored and excited. China has always been a great country, but never a country of power, the Chinese people are smart and industrious, a legendary model of resourcefulness and simplicity, flexibility and unity." He also said, "if on the one hand your philosophy is rooted in the past, and on the other hand your society is subject to rapid modernization, that philosophy is not only unreasonable, but even politically dangerous. After all, since the basis for social policy is a set of overall principles about the world, humanity, society and knowledge of nature, and a concept of 'what is valued' and 'what is just ', as long as the guiding principles are wrong, the policy will fail and may even lead to disaster. "

Professor Bunge's afternoon speech was a clear exposition of his philosophy, compared to a variety of modern philosophical theories subject to brief comment and critical review, where he stressed that: in the philosophical matrix of science, "the most important principles are: clarity, rationalism, realism, empirical testability and system theory."  These philosophical principles can play an important role in helping the exploration of reality, promoting the advancement of knowledge, and as a “midwife” to scientific progress. To contribute to the development of science and technology, philosophy of science and technology must be in tune with the times, and not become ossified.
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Lecture in progress

After the speech, Professor Mario Bunge patiently answered many questions on some of his philosophy and views on China's development, scientific development and human well-being, and on the relationship between the issues. Throughout the day's lecture and question and answer periods, 92-year-old Professor Bunge remained full of energy and in a sharp frame of mind, with no sign of fatigue.

Professor Mario Bunge’s China tour also reportedly includes visits to the China Institute for Contemporary International Relations, the Central Party School, Tsinghua University and other universities and research institutions, and his representative work, the 9-volume series "Treatise on Basic Philosophy", was presented to the library of Peking University and to the Tsinghua University library.

Photo: Liu Yan

Edit: Cong Ping

4.  http://www.tsinghua.edu.cn/publish/shss/1839/2011/20111019165046152498134/20111019165046152498134_.html
     Pictures on Prof Liu Bing’s blog 照片在清华的刘兵教授的博客: http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_485df6130102duaf.html
http://www.tsinghua.edu.cn/publish/ists/4343/2011/20111019150351640927017/20111019150351640927017_.html : slightly edited version, “Legendary philosophy of science and technology Professor Bunge visited Tsinghua University” 
Tsinghua University, School of Humanities and Social Sciences

McGill University, Canada, Professor Bunge visited our school where he discussed the usefulness of philosophy to science & technology

On the morning of October 17, 2011, McGill University, Canada, Professor Mario Bunge was invited to visit our graduate Science, Technology and Society Institute, and give a lecture entitled "The Usefulness of Philosophy to Science and Technology".  The lecture at our graduate Science, Technology and Society Institute was chaired by Assistant Professor Wang Wei.

Professor Bunge criticized economics, for example, because almost no economist could provide an accurate prediction of the global economic crisis in 2008, and contemporary mainstream economists hold that everyone is an individual who makes rational choices to maximize his or her own utility, making economics a pure science, not enough to describe the real world, because the concepts used in economics (such as utility, probability) are themselves a problem, and philosophy is responsible for this. Professor Bunge cited a detailed physics case to refute Thomas Kuhn’s incommensurability claim and Paul Feyerabend’s irrationalism, and said that bad philosophy (such as idealism) will hinder the development of science. Professor Bunge maintained that philosophers must strive to learn science, and philosophy should pursue conceptual research, so as to contribute to the development of science and technology. At the end of the lecture, Professor Bunge donated to the school library his multivolume "Treatise on Basic Philosophy" and a book on scientific materialism.

Chinese philosophy of science veteran and Chinese Academy of Sciences Research Fellow Emeritus Professor Fan Dainian, Chinese Philosophy of Science Association President, and former executive dean of the College of Humanities of the Graduate University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Professor Hu Xinhe, as well as internal and external students, for a total of more than sixty people, attended the lecture, and Professor Bunge started a heated discussion topic.

Bunge is a veteran professor of philosophy of science and technology, was born in Argentina in 1919, was awarded a Ph.D in  physics in 1952 by the National University of La Plata, Argentina, served as professor of theoretical physics at that school and the University of Buenos Aires, and has taught at McGill University in Canada since 1966. Has been awarded 19 honorary doctorates and five honorary professorships, is a member of the Royal Society of Canada and of 4 academic academies, won the Alexander von Humboldt Prize, a Guggenheim Award from the United States, and the Prince of Asturias Award from Spain, and published more than 60 books, and more than 400 published papers. 
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5.  http://hs.lib.tsinghua.edu.cn/news/126
     http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/BungeTsinghuaUoct17LectureAnnouncementCache.htm
Humanities and Social Sciences Library of Tsinghua University 

Academic Lecture: The Usefulness of Philosophy to Science and Technology

Title: The Usefulness of Philosophy to Science and Technology　
Lecture by: Professor Mario Bunge

Lecture time: 09:30, 17-10-2011

Place: Tsinghua University Library Auditorium
Sponsored by: Institute for Social Research, Institute of Science, Technology and Society, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tsinghua University
Description: 

Dialogue with a legend in the philosophy of science and technology
Academic lecture: The Usefulness of Philosophy to Science and Technology
[image: image10.jpg]



A world-renowned scholar, philosophy Professor Mario Bunge holds no fewer than 15 honorary doctorates and four honorary professorships.
Speaker: Professor Mario Bunge
Time: Monday, October 17, 2011, 9:30-11:30 am
Venue: Tsinghua University Library Lecture Hall
Organizer: Institute of Science, Technology and Society, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tsinghua University
Tel: 010 6277 3013
Speaker Biography:
Born in Argentina in 1919, Mario Bunge is a professor at McGill University in Canada. He is a world renowned philosopher of science, a founder of scientific materialism. He has published more than 80 books (including translations) and more than 400 papers in theoretical physics, applied mathematics, systems theory, foundations of science, philosophy of science and technology, philosophy, ethics, political science and other areas of prominence.
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6. http://pkunews.pku.edu.cn/xxfz/2011-10/21/content_215769.htm  Beijing University on-line news
http://hi.baidu.com/pkulibrary/blog/item/3428092e102a49241f3089f3.html Beijing University Library Newsletter, No71

http://www.cndaxue.cn/news/201110241320.html  China Education Alliance Website 
http://aoehome.com/china-school/news/McGill-University-Prof.-donated-works-to-PKU-1833  China Daily Education Portal

Academic Works of Professor Mario Bunge of McGill University, Canada, donated to Peking University

2011-10-19 10:58

On October 19th, academic works by Professor Mario Bunge of McGill University, Canada, were donated to the library of Peking University in a ceremony held in the library. School of Marxism Professor Huang Nanping and the library curator, Zhu Qiang, gave separate speeches, and Bunge’s student and librarians’ representatives attended the ceremony.
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Bunge donates books to Professor Zhu Qiang, Director
Mario Bunge was born September 21, 1919, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and is a philosopher and physicist active in Canada. Bunge’s early schooling was at the National University of La Plata, Argentina, and in 1952 he received a Philosophy-Mathematics PhD.  From 1956 to 1966 he taught, initially at the University of La Plata, then at the University of Buenos Aires, as a professor of theoretical physics and philosophy. Since 1966 he has taught at McGill University in Montreal, Canada, as Frothingham Professor of Logic and Metaphysics. He has 16 honorary doctorates from US and European universities and four honorary professorships, is a member of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (since 1984), and of the Royal Society of Canada (since 1992), and was awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1982, and the Prince of Asturias Award in Spain in 2009.

Bunge is a prolific intellectual, with more than 80 books and 400 papers to his credit, in particular a landmark series of eight volumes, the "Treatise on Basic Philosophy", which is a comprehensive and rigorous study of all the aspects of philosophy, laying the foundation for of a modern philosophy, including: semantics, ontology, epistemology, philosophy of science and ethics. Bunge has developed a comprehensive natural science point of view and applied the sciences and social sciences.

In view of Professor Bunge’s academic contribution and reputation in the philosophy of science over the past half-century, Deputy Party Secretary Yang He invited Professor Bunge to Beijing University to give lectures. This time, Professor Bunge with his wife came to Yanyuan, to donate some of his academic and research library books to Peking University, and this is an honor besides being related to the researcher’s mission.
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    Curator Zhu Qiang reciprocates to Professor Bunge with copies of pictures from a rare book collection, "Peach Blossom Fan"
Office Liu Yanli
7.  http://zhexue.ccps.gov.cn/GeneralMgmt/NewsFlash/1814.html
     http://www.robertblohm.com/CentralPartySchoolBunge.htm 

Department of Philosophy, the Party School of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 

Widely renowned scholar Mario Bunge came to lecture at our department

[image: image14.jpg]



On the morning of October 20, 2011, the widely renowned Canadian philosopher, Professor Mario Bunge, came to lecture at the philosophy teaching and research department. Professor Bunge’s lecture was entitled "The Philosophical Matrix of Scientific Progress", and the lecture gathering was presided over by the Deputy Chair of the Department of Philosophy, Professor Hou Cai. In attendance at Professor Bunge’s philosophy lecture were some Philosophy Department teachers and doctoral and masters students, for a total of over 60 people.

Professor Bunge was born in 1919 in Argentina, has held a long-established professorship at Canada’s McGill University, and has accomplished profound contributions to the philosophy of science and technology. His outstanding individual works have been widely published, including some Chinese translations long since published in our country. The lecture atmosphere was lively and engaged, with Pang Yuan Zheng, Dong De Gang, Ding Dong Hung, Yang Yu Cheng and other professors in attendance as well as some young instructors, and Professor Bunge carried on an in-depth discussion of natural science and Western philosophy as well as Marxist philosophy and other issues.

On this occasion of coming to lecture in China by invitation of Peking University’s School of Marxism, Professor Bunge also gave formal lectures at Tsinghua University and the Graduate University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences. (By Wang Ke Di).

8.  http://www.cctb.net/llyj/llsy/llwz/201202/t20120209_32284.htm
     http://cn.theorychina.org/bkyl_2498/marx/201201_1/201208/t20120810_230901.shtml 

     http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/BungeCCPSoct20Lecture.doc  English text of lecture at Central Party School (#7.).
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China 
· Global Development Strategy Research Department.
· Marxism & Reality  (bi-monthly) 2012 (No 1), lead paper in “Academic Frontier” section.  
· Compilation and Translation Bureau 

TheoryChina.org, republication on August 10, 2012.
“The Philosophical Matrix of Scientific Progress”
Author: Mario Bunge                                  Translator: Wan Poe Yu-Ze                              Source: Marxism and Reality, 2012 (No 1)
Web editor: Yu Qi                         Publication date: 09-02-12                     Number of hits: 703                             [Comment][Close]
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Abstract:     This article discusses the conditions conducive to innovation in empirical science. There are three basic conditions for original scientific research: psychological, social, and philosophical. Philosophical views may promote or hinder scientific research, such as irrationalism and subjectivism which may cause serious injury to any rational exploration of reality. Only in an objective philosophical environment conducive to the rational can scientific research flourish. Moreover, the philosophical environment itself is part of a broader social context. This paper describes these topics: original scientific research should commit to realism, scientism, materialism, systems theory, and a philosophy of humanism.  They can be depicted as the sides of a pentagon, each representing a programmatic perspective.
 Keywords:  scientism, realism, materialism, systemism, humanism
	


http://www.cctb.net/qkzz.jsp?rootClassInfoId=108&qknf=2012&qkq=789 
Marxism & Reality 2012 (No 1) contents.  Bunge paper highlighted in yellow.
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9.  http://news.gucas.ac.cn/Detail.asp?Newsid=24714&Cid=3
http://www.cas.cn/hzjl/gjjl/hzdt/201110/t20111025_3384030.shtml Abbreviated version with no pictures: 
“McGill University, Canada, Professor Mario Bunge gave a lecture at the Graduate University”

Graduate University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences on-line news
Professor Mario Bunge talks about systems theory and the materialist approach
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http://news.gscas.ac.cn time: 2011-10-21 21:50:46 Source: Graduate reporters group. Author: Li Rui

                         Mario Bunge, wonderful speech                                           After-lecture group photo of Mario Bunge
                                                                                                                                            with teachers & students

On October 21st at 15:00, world expert in the philosophy of science and technology, McGill University, Canada, Professor Mario Bunge, gave the first lecture entitled "Systemics and Materialism " to students and teachers at the Graduate University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Yuquan Road campus, in an Administration Building conference room.  The lecture was chaired by Chinese Academy of Sciences’ College of Humanities Vice Dean Professor Hu Xinhe.    

At the beginning of the lecture Hu Xinhe summarized Mario Bunge’s background, and his impact on the work of several domestic scholars in the philosophy of science and technology, and visiting Professor Bunge expressed heartfelt thanks. In his introduction Hu also briefly reviewed the history of the Graduate University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences’ College of Humanities.  
In his speech, Bunge said the seminar's objective is to expound systems theory, and show how systemism is superior for solving the holism-individualism problem, where "holism emphasizes the whole, while individualism focuses attention on the individual by considering individuals as independent of each other, unrelated, while only a system perspective takes into account the overall actions of the whole and also considers individual actions." Then Bunge traced the history of systemic materialism. In the 5th century BC the Greeks introduced the idea that "the world is made ​​of matter," the first instance of materialism; in the 17th century, as represented by Locke, individualism became prevalent in the West, where individualism was exaggerated, and individual rights were emphasized to the neglect of personal obligations; French Enlightenment materialist philosopher Holbach became the first person to propound a systemic materialist view, but it was not immediately adopted by many scientists; not until after the scientific revolution did the systemist point of view began to flourish in the natural sciences, and eventually begin to inspire independent criticism of individualism and other methods, but systemism has not been widely recognized in the social sciences. Bunge gave as a key example classical economics to show the neglect of the social sciences by economics, based entirely on classical freedom and rationalism, regarding people in society as individuals in pursuit of self-aggrandizement, and proceeding only from study of the economy by itself, while the result of turning a blind eye to social scientists has been economists’ inability to accept the socio-economic reasons for the classical capitalist crisis.  Bunge did not agree there "is purely rational economic behavior, and that sociology explains the irrational" as a way of distinguishing them, acknowledged political economy, and advocated a multi-dimensional explanation of the economy whereby "in the economy the probability of gain and loss is not just a random process, but rather subject to a systemic explanation." In economics Bunge also endorsed Keynesian macroeconomics.     

After talking about the case of economics, Bunge returned to the concept of system itself, the definition of a system as: "a complex object that is multi-part, with these parts closely interrelated." He spoke of four principles of systemic classification, namely: components of the system; the system environment; relations between the components; and the interaction and growth mechanism. He interpreted the principles to critically assess Marx’s and Engels’ writings. Bunge also stressed that "in political science we should also use systemism" in the standards we use to assess a country's development, for example to demonstrate that national development should not be understood as only economic development, and should be represented "not only by GDP evaluation " but instead by the expanded 1990 United Nations Human Development Index evaluation criterion which "in addition to the three dimensions of income, education, and culture, should also include the two additional dimensions of democratic participation and sustainable development."  Bunge also emphasized the importance of sustainable development, by saying that we "should use technology to enhance efficient use of resources to achieve sustainable development."     

Finally, Bunge said the originator of systemism was Holbach 200 years ago and he mentioned for example Franklin, Hume and other contemporaries in a group of distinguished scientists, philosophers, and political scientists, a "bunch of people who, in the study of the outstanding issues in their fields, consulted with and befriended experts and scholars from all walks of life to exchange ideas", proving once again the superiority of systemism in formulating research questions and in problem solving.  "A one-sided approach can solve conventional problems, but for some new problems, systemic problems, we have to rely on the systems theory approach to resolve them."     

The speech lasted nearly an hour and a half, punctuated by clear thinking by the over 90-year old Bunge, rich content, and appropriate examples worthy of consideration. Hu Xinhe made comments on Bunge’s speech, saying the talk "included a lot of quite strong inspiring ideas".  Following the lecture comment, teachers and professors were present to ask Bunge questions on the content, Bunge answered the questions one by one to expand the content of his lecture, and the teachers and students present were enlightened.
10. http://www.chinasdn.org.cn/n1249550/n1249731/13484074.html
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	The Graduate University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences held a Symposium for Professor Mario Bunge

	

	

	November 14, 2011
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On the afternoon of October 21st, 2011, Canada's famous McGill University philosopher and physicist Mario Bunge was invited to visit the Graduate University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences to give a lecture in the Administration Building’s main conference room on the subject of "Systemics and Materialism". Under the auspices of the Beijing Philosophy of Science Forum (Yuquan Road) lecture series, the seminar drew participation by more than 30 students and famous teachers from across disciplines.
The lecture was presided over by Professor Hu Xin, Chairman of the Chinese Society for Dialectics of Nature’s Philosophy of Nature, Science and Technology Committee and Vice Dean of the Chinese Academy of Sciences Graduate University’s College of Humanities.  He introduced first Professor Bunge’s academic field of research and its significant impact on various fields, the Chinese Academy of Sciences Graduate University’s Philosophy of Science and Technology and other related professional academic departments, and the Beijing Forum on the Philosophy of Science and extended a warm welcome to Professor Bunge.
Bunge used his great-granddaughter in Mexico to construct examples leading to the lecture topic content, namely systems theory. He first analyzed the three types of approaches to dealing with problems, namely holism, individualism and systemism. Unlike holism and individualism with their one-sidedness, systemism advocates a top-down and bottom-up approach to grasp a problem in two directions, together focusing on overall characteristics, but also recognizing the autonomy of individuals. Then Bunge traced the history of systems theory which received attention and got applied relatively early in the natural sciences, while in the social sciences holism and individualism still dominate and this keeps many social, economic and political issues from being properly analyzed and resolved.  He advocates a new way of thinking in social science, namely a social economics that integrates holism with individualism. In this perspective, economics can no longer be considered a pure economics issue, but we must take into account social factors and give up relying on a way of thinking based on unrealistic assumptions and purely mathematical considerations. This way of thinking is being taken seriously, for example in political appraisals where purely economic criteria have already been replaced by the more complex systemic-perspective human-development index. Bunge shows thoroughly that the systems theory approach has had an illustrious history of solving a great many important problems in various fields of knowledge. A more one-sided approach can be used to solve general problems but complex problems require a shift toward systems theory thinking.
In the Q & A session afterward, philosophy of science and technology doctoral student Li Ji asked how systems theory fares under Popper’s falsification framework, and how it treats the reductionism issue. Bunge responded that Popper's falsification view is inadequate, negative, only the first step in science. Reductionism has traditional and modern aspects. Traditional reductionism tends to negate the emergence of new features between individuals, and to deny overall characteristics; although modern reductionism is different from traditional reductionism on this point, it still cannot solve many new problems, such as the reductionist isolation of brain activity in cognitive science and, because in fact brain activity is related to the endocrine system and these systems are associated with the social environment, we should study the super-system, the use of reductionist thinking in science should lead to adoption of a systems theory approach.

Because of time constraint, more in-depth questions and discussion could not be started; so, the students and teachers present expressed regret. All the teachers and students present paid tribute and expressed thanks to 92-year-old Professor Bunge, and the talk ended in applause.

(Reported by Chinese Academy of Sciences Graduate University College of Humanities graduate student Huang Yuan)



11.  http://www.springer.com/philosophy/epistemology+and+philosophy+of+science/book/978-94-007-4407-3 

International science publisher Springer Verlag printed the Bunge 

Beijing University (#3.) http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/Bunge1stBeijingUoct14Lecture.doc   
and Central Party School (#7 & #8.) http://www.robertblohm.com/bunge/BungeCCPSoct20Lecture.doc
lectures as such as chapters 1 and 2 respectively of this book (highlighted in yellow).
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12.  http://pkunews.pku.edu.cn/xxfz/2011-10/20/content_215449.htm
Beijing University On-line News

McGill University Professor Marta Bunge and Mathematics Institute faculty and students conduct academic exchange

Date: 2011-10-20 Source: Institute of Mathematical Sciences

On the afternoon of October 19, McGill University, Canada, mathematics and statistics professor Marta Bunge, accompanying senior McGill University, Canada, Professor Mario Bunge, as the guest of Beijing University, visited the Mathematics Institute and conducted academic exchange with some teachers and students.

[image: image17.jpg]



Professor Marta Bunge’s main research focus is category theory. The present academic exchange centered on currently unfolding problems in the field of topos theory.  In the nearly two-hour exchange Professor Marta Bunge first of all  provided a review of the development of topos theory, gave a basic definition of toposes, explained their application and development direction, and recommended to the students some foreign studies in topos theory. After her exposition Professor Marta Bunge took great care to answer the teachers’ and students’ questions.

Editor: Su Xin
If you reproduce this article, please cite the source
13. http://www.opinion-formation-management.de/?p=500&page=2  （中文翻译下文）
Pedion Verlag (Pedion Publishers, Germany)
Heinz W. Droste, October 30, 2011

Bunge in Beijing

Mario Bunge in China: Travel Report 10 - 22 October 2011

Today we have the pleasure of publishing a guest posting.

Mario Bunge (born 1919 in, Buenos Aires, Argentina), long time Frothingham Professor of Logic and Metaphysics at McGill University in Montreal, sent me his Beijing trip report a few days ago.

He and his wife Marta - professor emerita of mathematics - were invited by Beijing University to guest lecture in China.

From October 10th to 22nd, 2011, Bunge gave a series of lectures that he took as an opportunity to challenge and systematically criticize China’s state ideology in a friendly way but openly.

He describes in detail how it went in the report that we reproduce here in the original.

For our posting Mario Bunge shared some photos that we can use for illustration.

A few details on Bunge's work.

For those unfamiliar with Mario Bunge's work, a little background:
Mario Bunge is an internationally renowned Argentine intellectual. Bunge's achievement is unique: he offers a systematic and comprehensive philosophy, conversant with all the modern sciences - from the current natural sciences to the pressing issues in today's social sciences. He deals therein with each of the fundamental problems of ontology, epistemology, semantics, ethics and logic.
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Many who begin to engage with his work may – when unraveling it all – be disturbed by its rigor.

However, we regard him as a philosophical freedom fighter who throws a bright light on the fundamental questions, not only on scientific work and progress. Ultimately he focuses his thinking on a realistic contemporary concept, and on the values of freedom and of democracy-based humanity.

Someone has written, "Mario Bunge takes no prisoners."  Rightly so: he calls charlatans by name, and denounces academics who deal incessantly with scholasticism instead of reality.

Hardly any other intellectual comes near even approaching the breadth and depth of thought that Bunge has so far brought to us in his long life in science and philosophy. It’s highly enriching and enjoyable to be in touch with him and be able to keep abreast of his work.
Mario Bunge
BEIJING REPORT
Montreal, 2011.10.25
Marta and I just spent 12 intense days in Beijing as guests of Peking University. We were awed by the usual sights–Great Wall, Forbidden City, and Temple of Heaven–as well as by the frantic modernization pace. Beijing is a huge town teeming with people, just as Marco Polo found, but also engaged in many new grand projects, public and private. For instance, the city has 11 subway lines and is building its 12th, and it is trying to stop the desert by planting millions of trees. However, everything seems to be moving as smoothly and peacefully as quickly. In particular, although the traffic is just as dense as Manhattan’s, it flows well and the drivers are deft and polite.

The food is incredibly varied, wholesome and delicious–far better than at any Chinese restaurant abroad. All the public spaces, from sidewalks to buildings, are kept sparklingly clean. So are the two hospitals I visited due to the injury I suffered on my scalp shortly after arriving. Nearly everyone is decently dressed. And the Chinese seem to be invariably polite and peaceful. The only disturbing sight is the scarcity of children.
Marta and I were given the VIP treatment, and we lectured at Tsinghua University. I also lectured at Peking University, the Academy of Sciences, and the Schools of Marxism at both Peking U and the Central (National) Communist Party. Our audiences were attentive, curious, and polite.
We were welcomed with huge bouquets of flowers, and rewarded with lovely mementoes and opulent dinners sprinkled with toasts. Oriental hospitality, indeed.
Although I tackled a different problem in every lecture, I also delivered my central message in all of them: Your philosophy has not kept pace with you economy, your technology, or your science. In fact, the very core of your philosophy, namely dialectics, is wrong in the best of cases, and confused, hence impregnable to rational debate and therefore untestable, in the worst.
In particular, it is not true that conflict is the mother of all change. Although competition and even strife abound everywhere, cooperation trumps them both, as shown by the existence of the very systems within which, and among which, conflicts emerge. Moreover, the cult of conflict is politically suicidal, for the main role of the manager of any social system, from head of family to business CEO to political leader, is not to exacerbate conflict but to resolve it. Remember that the disastrous Cultural Revolution was justified by the idea that the Chinese society, having solved its main “contradictions”, was bound to stagnate, whence it needed a jolt to keep advancing.


Hence my exhortation: Get rid of Hegel and his dialectics, and update materialism and realism with the help of modern logic and contemporary science, social as well as natural. Admit that these disciplines have grown essentially outside the Marxist box, and that most Marxist philosophers have played a reactionary role in rejecting nearly all the scientific breakthroughs. Remember that Engels admired Hegel but despised Newton, and that he wrote his Anti-Dühring against an obscure amateur instead of an Anti-Hegel.  You should move forward from Marx and Engels: replace dialectical materialism with scientific systemic materialism.
My talks were respectfully received, and most of the questions they elicited were pertinent and interesting–though too long. Moreover, my listeners expressed admiration for my quick and spirited responses. Presumably, old sages are expected to be slow, moderate, and dispassionate, even solemn, as well as to refrain from thrashing hallowed icons and from making jokes.
I do not know what impact my criticism and advice will have, but the leaders of the organizations where I spoke assured me that my talks had been successful, and they invited me to come back. Mere Chinese politeness? We shall see. After all, my Scientific Materialism was published in Chinese translation shortly before the Tianamen repression; and the Party congress, held at the same time as my talks, called for the strengthening of Chinese culture.
One of the organizers of my visit assured me that they intend to translate all my main works, starting with my Philosophical Dictionary. Will this effort include my Political Philosophy? Why not? Nearly everything seems possible in a 5,000-year civilization that has survived the aggressions of Mongols, Brits, Japanese, Yanks, dialectical philosophers, and others.
Marta and I thank Jason Chung, our efficient and generous guide and protector, as well as our personal assistants, sweet Amy and energetic Mr Ho, for their affectionate help, in particular for pushing my wheelchair. 
 I’m also indebted to my former student and assistant, Robert Blohm, now a dismal economist living in Beijing, for originally proposing this visit to both me and the Chinese and helping with lecture arrangements and presentation.
Pedion Verlag（单面晶出版商，德国）

2011年10月30日，亨氏•W •德罗斯特
邦格在北京

马里奥•邦格在北京之旅：2011年10月10日至22日

今天我们很荣幸刊出一位客人的文章。

马里奥•邦格（1919年生于阿根廷布宜诺斯艾利斯），在蒙特利尔的麦吉尔大学教授逻辑学和形而上学，是长期的Frothingham教授，几天前把他的北京之行报告发送给我。

他和夫人玛塔•邦格（数学系荣誉退休教授），被邀请至中国北京大学做客座讲学。

从2011年10月10日到22日，邦格教授做了一系列的讲座——他本人视这些为挑战，以友好而开放的态度系统地评论了中国的国家意识形态。

他在报告中详细介绍了内容，我们在此对原文进行再介绍。

为文章刊登之故，邦格教授也与我们分享了几张照片以方便我们进行说明。

邦格教授著作的几个细节

对于不熟悉马里奥•邦格教授的人，我们给出一些背景介绍：

马里奥•邦格是国际著名的阿根廷学者。邦格教授的成就独一无二：他精通所有现代科学，提出了一种系统和全面的哲学理念， 从目前的自然科学到如今在社会科学方面的紧迫问题，他涉及到了本体论，认识论，语义学，伦理学和逻辑学上的任何一个基本问题。

许多开始了解其工作的人可能会为其严苛而感到不安：当这一切被揭开时。

然而，我们把他当作是一个哲学的自由斗士，因为他不仅在科学的工作和进步方面，还在一些根本问题上给出举足轻重的见解。最终他使自己的思想专注于一种当代的现实主义概念，以及对自由和民主为基础的人文主义的价值观。

有人曾写道：“马里奥•邦格总是咄咄逼人”。事实确实如此：他对江湖骗子直呼其名，并谴责那些以经院哲学代替现实的学术界人士。

邦格教授在其漫长的科学和哲学生涯中带给我们大家在其思想上所达到的深度和广度，几乎没有任何其他学者可以比肩。与邦格教授接触，是内容非常丰富和令人愉快的，同时也能够了解到其工作的最新情况。

马里奥•邦格

北京之行报告

蒙特利尔，2011年10月25日

玛塔和我花了12天时间在北京，这次由北京大学主办的行程十分密集。我们对那些常规的景点感到惊叹 - 长城，故宫和天坛，现代化建设的步伐也令人目不暇接。像马可波罗所发现的一样，北京是一个巨大的大都市，挤满了人。但北京也进行着许多大型项目，包括私人和公共的。例如，有11条地铁线，还有另一条正在建设中，他们种植了很多树木以阻止沙漠侵蚀。不管怎样，一切似乎都在顺利而和谐地进行。特别是交通流量，就像曼哈顿一样密集而固定，司机们友好也很有礼貌。

那里的食物的变化多样令人称奇，与在中国之外的中餐馆相比，更加健康而且味道鲜美得多。所有公共场所，从人行道到建筑都很干净。由于到达北京后我的头皮受伤，去了两家医院治疗，也都非常干净。街道上的大多数人都穿着良好而且风格各不相同。中国人民看起来无一例外地礼貌和温柔。唯一令人困惑的情况是较少看到儿童。

玛塔和我被给予VIP的待遇。我在清华大学做了演讲，也在北京大学，中国科学院，北京大学马克思主义学院和中央党校做了讲座。我们的听众都很细心，好奇和礼貌。我们收到了巨大的欢迎花束，还收到纪念品和丰盛的宴请。一句话，亚洲式的热情好客。

虽然我尽力对五个不同主题的讲座区别对待，但都会聚焦到我表达的一个中心讯息上：在中国，哲学没有跟上经济，技术和科学的发展。事实上，其哲学和辩证法的核心，乐观看来是错误的，从最坏方面看则是误导性的，因此无法进行理性的讨论。

特别是，冲突是一切变化之因，这不是真的。虽然竞争甚至冲突无处不在，但是合作优先，这点由存在的系统中内部和之间有冲突出现时可以显示出来。此外，对冲突的崇拜在政治上是自毁性的，不论是对一家之主还是一个企业或一个政体的领袖，因为任何社会系统管理者的主要作用都不是助长冲突，而应当设法解决冲突。请记住，灾难性的文化大革命（1966年至1978年）就是基于这种思想：中国社会已经解决了其主要“矛盾”，仍处于停滞的危险当中，因此需要为进一步发展给一个出口。

因此我呼吁：抛弃黑格尔和他的辩证法，在逻辑及自然科学和社会科学的帮助下，对唯物主义和现实主义进行更新。要认识到这些科学的发展已经超出了马克思主义的框架，大部分马克思主义哲学家拒绝其当代几乎所有的科学进步，扮演了反对的角色。记得恩格斯赞赏黑格尔但却忽视牛顿，对尤金•杜林这个不出名的业余人士也表示反对，却没有专门去写反对黑格尔的文章。应当从马克思和恩格斯向前发展：以科学和系统的唯物主义取代辩证唯物主义。

我的演讲被以尊敬的态度所接受，提出的大多数问题是相关的，有趣的，但都不太长。 （这与在布宜诺斯艾利斯对哲学的冷漠形成对比！）此外，听众们都很钦佩我作出回答的敏捷和激情。我猜想，他们原以为一个老人应该是缓慢而温和，避免批评偶像而尽量制造乐趣的。

我不知道我的批评造成了什么影响，但是我所演讲之处的领导们都的的确确表示：我所涉及的话题是成功的，他们会邀请我回去再次访问。只是中国式的礼貌吗？这要等等看。毕竟，我写的书《科学唯物主义》在中国曾出版过，当时就是Tiananmen事件那年；而在我讲座的同时，党代表大会也在召开建议加强中国的文化。因此，我的访问也许是及时的，而且是受到改革主义的哲学家所欢迎的。

我到访之地的组织者之一向我表示他们有兴趣翻译我的主要作品。这包括我的政治哲学吗？为什么不呢？对于一个诞生于5000年前的民族来说，在经历了蒙古的，大不列颠的，日本的，美国的，还有辩证法哲学家以及其他的连续入侵之后仍然存活着，任何事看起来都有可能。 真实情况就是中国人民过于忙着克服千年来的痛苦，而还未懂得欣赏自由和民主的优点。

玛塔和我对锺琼明（Jason•Chung），也就是我们这次中国行的向导非常感谢，他慷慨大度而富有效率，还有我们的助理，Amy（任韦潼）和精力充沛的侯（海滨）先生，他们非常细心的给予照顾，尤其是在我坐轮椅的时候。
我还要感谢我之前的学生和助手，卜若柏（Robert•Blohm），经济学家现居住在北京，他最初向我和中国方面提议了这次访问，并帮助我做了讲学安排和演示文稿。
14. http://www.laetoli.net/noticias/?p=367  （中文翻译下文）
Editorial Laetoli (Laetoli Publishers, Spain)
Beijing Report, by Mario Bunge

October 27, 2011

Mario Bunge has spent nearly two weeks in China, in Beijing (formerly Peking) in particular, where he was invited to give several lectures. Some of Bunge’s books have been translated into Chinese and others are in the process of being translated.

Upon his return home to Montreal, he wrote this "Beijing Report" and sent it to a few people. I asked if we could publish it on Laetoli’s website and, with his usual kindness, Bunge agreed. So here’s the report. Thank you.

Serafín Senosiáin

----------

Comments

Ricardo Miró says:

October 31, 2011 at 22:40

It seems incredible that a highbrow Boca Juniors football fan, particle physicist and philosopher told the Chinese point blank that "philosophy in China hasn’t kept up with the economy, technology and science. Indeed, the core of its philosophy, dialectics, is false at best and misleading at worst and therefore incapable of being discussed rationally."... It's like Hipólito Bouchard’s conquest of California, preserving the differences and individual characteristics in each situation. The envy of some Argentine "intellectuals" is to try minimizing the Bunge epic. Let me clarify: I read Bunge and sometimes disagree with him. Thank you for the opportunity to express myself. Ricardo Miró, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Jesús K. Álvarez del Río says:

October 31, 2011 at 19:30

Don Mario, as always, so current and controversial. I've known him for more than thirty years for his books that are classics in methodology. True to his philosophy, he’s not static in his thinking and proposes a new way of surveying the landscape, especially of a continent as awakening as Asia, so far from what it was in the last century, as it assimilates various Western influences. It’s a particular privilege to count myself among his followers. I hope my daughters, sons and daughters’ daughters follow him too. Amen.

Editorial Laetoli （Laetoli出版商，西班牙）
马里奥•邦格， 北京报告

2011年10月27日

马里奥邦格花了近两个星期的时间呆在中国，在北京他被邀请进行了几个讲座。邦格的一些书籍已经被翻译成中文，其他的也正在被翻译中。

当他回到蒙特利尔的家中，他写下了这个“北京报告”并将其发送给了几个人。我询问是否能在Laetoli的网站上发表，邦格教授以其惯有的仁慈表示同意。因此，转载其报告如下。谢谢。
Serafín Senosiáin
----------

评论

Ricardo Miró说： 

2011年10月31日， 22:30

似乎不可思议，一个有学问的博卡青年队的球迷，粒子物理学家和哲学家，直接告诉中国人： “在中国，哲学没有跟上与经济，技术和科学的的发展。事实上，其哲学和辩证法的核心，乐观看来是错误的，从最坏方面看则是误导性的，因此无法进行理性的讨论。”这就像伊波利托梅布沙尔征服加州，在各种情况下保留差异和个体特征。一些阿根廷的“知识分子”嫉妒的做法是尽量减少邦格史诗般的作品。让我澄清一下：我读邦格的书，有时并不同意他的观点。谢谢给予机会来表达我自已的观点。理查德 米罗，阿根廷，布宜诺斯艾利斯。

Jesús K. Álvarez del Río说：

2011年10月31日，19:30

马里奥，一如既往，走在当前和充满争议。我认识他超过30年，因为他的书是方法论上的经典。对于他的哲学来讲，他的思考并非一成不变，总是提出新的方法来考察现象，特别是正在崛起的亚洲大陆，亚洲如今和上一个世纪大不相同，因为她吸收了各种西方的影响。这是一个特别的特权，我自己算作他的追随者之一。我希望我的女儿，儿子以及女儿的女儿都能够跟随他。阿门。

15. http://www.filosofiahoy.es/index.php/mod.pags/mem.detalle/idpag.5541/cat.4014/chk.dbc86770d1214c49498408c7b5dfa44e.html  

（中文翻译下文）
Filosofía hoy (Philosophy Today), Spain (monthly magazine)

Last paragraph of Bunge interview article, December 21, 2011:

Can you tell us what you’re working on now?

”I’m revising my next book (in Spanish) Evaluando filosofías (‘Evaluating Philosophies’) and I’m now in China giving lectures critical of ossified Marxism, attacking dialectics as confused and politically suicidal, and urging Marxists to learn science and investigate problems, instead of continuing to repeat and comment on their classical texts.”  In a report he wrote about his stay in this great country (which is available on Spanish publisher Laetoli’s website), we read that "in China philosophy hasn’t kept up with the economy, technology and science. Indeed, the core of its philosophy, dialectics, is false at best and misleading at worst and therefore incapable of being discussed rationally. "
Filosofía hoy（哲学今天）月刊（西班牙）
邦格专访文章的最后一段，2011年12月21日：

能告诉我们您目前的工作吗？

“我正在校正我的下一本书（西班牙文）Evaluando filosofías（“评价哲学”），我现在在中国做讲学，对僵化的马克思主义作出批评，批判了混乱的和政治上自杀式的辩证逻辑，并敦促马克思主义者学习科学和探讨问题，而不是继续重复和评论他们的传统文本。”在他写一份报告中，写到了关于他在这个伟大的国家的行程（这在西班牙出版商Laetoli的网站上可以看到），我们读到：“在中国，哲学没有跟上经济，技术和科学的的发展。事实上，其哲学和辩证法的核心，乐观看来是错误的，从最坏方面看则是误导性的，因此无法进行理性的讨论。”
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